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Abstract (Abstract):  Mr. [Joseph Kubera]'s works were not in every case superior to Ms. [Lois Svard]'s, but they
had more individual profiles. Each was arresting, albeit sometimes only briefly, as with Mr. [Roscoe Mitchell]'s
"8-8-88." There were welcome touches of quirky humor in the second of Mr. [La Monte Young]'s two early
Studies (1959), Mr. [Anthony Coleman]'s "Hidden Agenda" (an overlong pummeling of conventional gestures)
and Mr. [Carson Kievman]'s "Harpo" (as in Marx).  
All of these were trifles compared with Mr. Kubera's concluding work, a gripping three-movement sonata by
Eastman, "Piano 2." In the first movement, craggy peaks rise above a roiling surface. The second is brief and
impassive; Mr. Kubera later repeated it as an encore. The motoric, Prokofievian finale at times threatens
entertainingly to lapse into a "Mephisto Waltz" and even "Chopsticks." This work should soon find its way into
more traditionally oriented programs.   
Links: Check Article Availability 
Full text: In what amounted to a mini-festival of contemporary music, two fine pianists gave recitals on
consecutive evenings last week at Merkin Concert Hall. On Wednesday, Lois Svard made her New York recital
debut in a program that seldom transcended the narrow range from pretty to cute, with works by Hans Otte,
Jerry Hunt, William Duckworth, Blue Gene Tyranny and Gyorgy Ligeti. On Thursday, Joseph Kubera, a veteran
recitalist, presented a far more varied series of works by La Monte Young, Laurie Spiegel, Roscoe Mitchell,
Anthony Coleman, Carson Kievman, Peter Gena, David First and Julius Eastman.  
Ms. Svard began with Mr. Otte's "Book of Sounds" (Part 2), a new-age wash of arpeggios with spare melodic
intrusions. Very pretty indeed.  
Then cute: For Mr. Hunt's "Trapani (stream) a," Ms. Svard had to strap little bells on her wrists. Predictably, the
writing consisted almost entirely of rolling tremolos, to make the bells swing, and choppy chords, to make them
bounce, so they could produce their pathetic little clinks. Mr. Hunt also provided an impenetrable program note
that must have been intended as a sendup of, say, Milton Babbitt, though the evening otherwise utterly lacked
humor.  
Things picked up a bit with Mr. Duckworth's slick, jazzy "Imaginary Dances" and Mr. Tyranny's inventive
"Nocturne With and Without Memory." But it was only with Mr. Ligeti's Etudes Pour Piano that Ms. Svard's
program took on any real assertiveness, energy and directionality.  
Ms. Svard's playing was everywhere admirable. But since this was mostly pianism of a wholly conventional or
highly unconventional sort, with little middle ground, her versatility was not fully tested.  
Mr. Kubera's works were not in every case superior to Ms. Svard's, but they had more individual profiles. Each
was arresting, albeit sometimes only briefly, as with Mr. Mitchell's "8-8-88." There were welcome touches of
quirky humor in the second of Mr. Young's two early Studies (1959), Mr. Coleman's "Hidden Agenda" (an
overlong pummeling of conventional gestures) and Mr. Kievman's "Harpo" (as in Marx).  
Four miniatures by Laurie Spiegel proved charming in their simplicity, and Mr. Gena's "For Morton Feldman"
carried the listener convincingly from a static opening to an ecstatic center and back. The rising whole-tone
scales in Mr. First's "Key Lights in a Palace Balloon" ranted on far too long before being swallowed up, but the
piece ended nicely, with Mr. Kubera controlling the submerged scales admirably.  
But all of these were trifles compared with Mr. Kubera's concluding work, a gripping three-movement sonata by
Eastman, "Piano 2." In the first movement, craggy peaks rise above a roiling surface. The second is brief and
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impassive; Mr. Kubera later repeated it as an encore. The motoric, Prokofievian finale at times threatens
entertainingly to lapse into a "Mephisto Waltz" and even "Chopsticks." This work should soon find its way into
more traditionally oriented programs.  
For all of this music, Mr. Kubera was a most convincing advocate. But in the Eastman performance, as in the
pianist's note on the late composer, a special affection was evident.   
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